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The Turkish army landed to the south-east,
in St* Thomas's Bay, and quickly formed a great
semi-circle on the high ground at the head of the
two harbours* The Turkish commanders now had
violent disagreement as to the plan of attack. This
was brought about by the mysterious non-appear-
ance of the famous Dragut, who was really the
commander-in-chief* Piali, the Turkish admiral,
feared an attack upon his vessels lying in the open
bays to the south, and he insisted that Fort St*
Elmo must be first attacked so that he could berth
the fleet in the safe harbour of Marsamuscetto,
and that the attack on the Borgo must wait until
St* Elmo fell* He won his point*
On May 24 began what was to turn out to be
the most gallant defence against overwhelming
odds which is recorded in history* The tiny
Fort of St* Elmo was to be exposed to the full force
of the Turkish army, for just a month* Its
defence was hopeless from the start, and the
defenders knew it*
The vast and famous Turkish mortars and guns
were soon brought up* and they began to pound the
outer defences with huge balls of marble and iron*
For days on end the bombardment continued, and
slowly the outer defences of St* Elmo began to
dissolve, like a cube of sugar when placed in a tea-
spoon of water*